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Principal Air Quality Consultant, Tracy Freeman, is widely experienced in 

the assessment and application of buffer zones and separation distances 

for protection of sensitive land uses from odour-causing industries and 

public works. 
 
Buffer zones, Environmental Significance Overlays (ESOs), and separation distances are planning 

tools used by councils and regulators.  These tools aim to minimise neighbouring land use conflicts 

between activities that produce odour and sensitive land uses such as residences. 

For many odour-producing activities, default separation 

distances are provided by regulators and a site-specific odour 

risk assessment is required if a development wants to proceed 

within that separation distance.   

Another issue encountered particularly by owners of public 

works is that the cost of land acquisition required to secure the 

default separation distance may be exorbitant.   

P: +61 409 165 319 
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Principal Air Quality Consultant, Tracy Freeman, has 20 years’ 

experience in assessment of odour emissions from odorous 

industries, intensive farming activities, wastewater treatment 

and solid waste management facilities.   

She has worked extensively with planners on multiple 

projects where site-specific separation distances or ESOs are 

required, or where a development encroaches on a default 

separation distance requirement.   

At various times she has represented developers, industries, 

water authorities, regulators, councils, and communities for 

these projects.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information or to discuss your 

issues with buffer zones or separation 

distances, please contact Tracy at (+61) 

409 165319 or tracy@airqp.com.au   

Services offered: 

Strategic advice (preliminary overview of issues 

and options) 

Review of applicable default separation distance 

requirements 

Meteorology assessment and monitoring setup 

if required to collect local wind data 

Assessment of current odour impacts from 

existing odorous activities 

Odour dispersion modelling 

Impact risk assessment interpreted from model 

results 

Reporting and expert witness evidence 

Consultation and liaison with planners, 

regulators, and other stakeholders 
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